
The American Dream:  Then and Now 

Since 1886, with these words en-
graved on its pedestal, the Statue of 
Liberty in New York harbor has 
welcomed millions of immigrants, 
including my ancestors, into the 
United States. 
Between 1892 
and 1924, in  
the statue’s 
shadow, Ellis 
Island served as 
an entry point 
for persons 
born overseas 
who wished to 
live in the free-
dom of the 
United States. 
Through this 
port, my grand-
father, Olimpio 
Primomo, ar-
rived on October 20, 1920, at the 
age of 20, while my grandmother 
and five-month-old father remained 
in Italy. Olimpio was a simple 
farmer who emigrated to this  

country, as did so many, to make a 
better life for his family. Besides the 
desire to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities provided in the United States, 
immigrants came to escape discrimi-

nation and ethnic 
violence in their 
native lands.  
 

In 1920 entry into 
the United States 
required that an 
immigrant be dis-
ease-free and have 
the ability to earn 
his way. Accord-
ing to the manifest 
of the ship on 
which he sailed, 
my grandfather 
had $30 to his 
name upon enter-

ing the United States. Many were de-
tained for various reasons, and some 
were turned away, forcing families to 
decide on the spot whether to split up 
or return to their native country with 

From the Editor: 

Thanks for meeting us again at 
the Crossroads of Culture! 

If you are still having trouble 
remembering to say “USCIS” 
instead of “INS,” then this is 
the issue for you!   

A few years ago Dr. Sarah 
Massey and I photographed and 
interviewed new citizens on 
their naturalization day at the 
ceremony which takes place 
almost every month at the Insti-
tute of Texan Cultures. Laurie 
Gudzikowski and I prepared an 
exhibit, and Dr. Massey created 
a series of instructional units on 
Immigration and Citizenship 
using the wisdom gained from 
working with these “New Tex-
ans,” and you told us you liked 
them.   

Since that time, some informa-
tion important to teachers and 
students has changed, such as 
the name of the agency that 
oversees immigration. The for-
mer INS, a wing of the Depart-
ment of Justice, is now called 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, and it was 
moved to the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

So that you won’t have to trans-
late on the run, we have up-
dated some of The New Texans 
units for you, and we present 
them in this issue of Cross-
roads in the good company of 
Charles Barksdale’s lively pho-
tographs and Judge Primomo’s 
own perspective on the nature 
and meaning of the Naturaliza-
tion Ceremony.  

                      —Mary Grace 

 

Mary Grace Ketner, Editor 
mary.ketner@utsa.edu  

G ive me your tired, your poor,  
 Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
 The wretched refuse of your teeming shore; 

               Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
               I lift my lamp beside the golden door! 

by John W. Primomo, U.S. Magistrate for the Western District of Texas 
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V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  their loved ones who were denied access. My father contracted polio at the age of 18 months while in Italy, 
an impairment that could have precluded his admission. However, as was permitted at the time, when my 
grandfather became a United States citizen in 1928, my father was included on the naturalization certificate, 
making him a United States citizen before he arrived in 1930.  
 
In 1924 immigration law imposed quotas for immigrants based upon national origin, later replaced by gen-
eral numerical restrictions with preferences given to relatives of U.S. citizens and persons with special 
skills. Today, immigrants wishing to be United States citizens must first become lawful permanent residents 
and continuously reside in the United States for the requisite amount of time. They must have the ability to 
read, write, and speak English, demonstrate by examination a knowledge and understanding of United 

States history and gov-
ernment, and be of good 
moral character. Fi-
nally, prospective citi-
zens must take an oath 
renouncing allegiance 
to their native country 
and requiring them to 
support and defend the 
Constitution and laws 
of the United States 
against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic, 
through civilian or mili-
tary service.    
 

As a United States Magistrate Judge, my most enjoyable duty is to preside over naturalization ceremonies at 
which I administer this oath. Monthly ceremonies are conducted in San Antonio at Laurie Auditorium at 
Trinity University or at the UTSA Institute of Texan Cultures, where the new citizens are surrounded by the 
stories of immigrants from many countries who made their mark on Texas history. Participation of the 
Robert G. Cole High School ROTC color guard, the 323rd Army Band, and several civic organizations 
greatly adds to the ceremony’s significance. Guest speakers, which have included congressional and gov-
ernmental leaders, local businessmen, and successful immigrants, are invited to address the new citizens re-
garding the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship. Often, the new citizens themselves, unable to hold 
back tears, speak 
about their lives 
and the meaning 
of becoming a 
citizen of the 
United States. One 
of the more 
memorable stories 
involved a family 
who escaped 
through the battle-
fields of Bosnia to 
come to our coun-
try and become 
United States citi-
zens.   
 

 

 



A touching part of the naturalization 
ceremonies is a video presentation 
with welcoming remarks by President 
George W. Bush, excerpts from the 
inaugural address of former President 
John F. Kennedy, and images of 
America and Americans, which con-
cludes with photographs of young 
men from the Edgewood Independent 
School District in San Antonio who 
were either killed or remain listed as 
missing in action as a result of the 
Vietnam Conflict. The new citizens 
are reminded that we enjoy freedom 
because of the sacrifices of men and 
women who gave their lives so that 
our country and our way of life can 
be sustained. 
 
Clearly, the day a person becomes a United States citizen is one 
of the most important of his or her life. You can see it in their 
faces and hear it in the cheers of their families. Many of the new 
citizens have lived in countries where the rights to speak freely, 
associate with whomever one chooses, and exercise religious 
beliefs are not so cherished. As I shake the hands of the new 
citizens at the conclusion of the ceremony, each of them, with-
out fail, thanks me. Through me, they express their appreciation 
to the United States for the opportunity they have been given. 
Persons who have never attended a naturalization ceremony are 
encouraged to do so. It reminds those of us who were born in 
the United States to not take for granted the freedoms and op-
portunities we enjoy every day. X 

 
 
 
 
Judge Primomo was 
born in Dilley, 
Texas; he is married 
and has two chil-
dren. He has studied 
the American Civil 
War extensively.         
Primomo has re-
turned to the land of 
his Italian heritage 
in Mozzagrogna on 
several occasions— 
with his father in 
1992 and again in 
1997, shortly before 
his father's death.  



 
The material for this unit consists of photographs and biographies based 
on interviews with 30 “New Texans,” U.S. citizens who took their Oath 
of Citizenship at the Institute of Texan Cultures between 1995 and 1998. 
Their reminiscences inspire good citizenship and reveal a broad range of 
reasons, hardships, and experiences related to immigration and living in 
the United States.   
 
The primary activity of this unit is giving a speech; other activities in-
clude listening, using a map, creating a map legend, taking notes, and 
transferring information from written to oral form by reading a story and 
preparing a speech about what was read. Students give a speech about 
one New Texan and hear about 29 other very different New Texans who 
will, collectively, enrich their understanding of who our new citizens are 
and combat stereotypes they may have heard about immigrants. The stu-
dents will learn the steps an immigrant must take to become a naturalized 
citizen and recite together the Oath of Citizenship.   
 
In discussion activities, students summarize, generalize, and articulate 
questions.                                                     
 
Click here to preview or print From Immigrant to Citizen.  X 

From Immigrant to Citizen  
A 2-Day Unit on Immigration and Naturalization 

for grades 4 to 8 

 

Crossroads of Culture        
is distributed three times each school 
year by the Institute of Texan Cultures.                         
.  
The Institute of Texan Cultures, one of 
the three campuses of The University of 
Texas at San Antonio, is a museum 
dedicated to enhancing the understand-
ing of cultural history, science, and 
technology and their influence upon the 
people of Texas.            . 
 
The Exhibit Floor is open 10 a.m.–  
6 p.m., Tuesday–Saturday; noon– 
5 p.m., Sunday; closed Mondays, 
Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 
and Christmas Day. Scheduled tours 
begin at 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 1 p.m. 
$3 per student for either the Exhibits 
tour or the Back 40 tour, $5 per student 
for combination tours; one adult free for 
every 10 students.                                 . 
 
Call Blanca Valdez at 210-458-2291 to 
reserve a tour or to answer other ques-
tions about tour scheduling.          . 
 
Unscheduled school groups are admit-
ted space permitting; no tour guides are 
provided for unscheduled school 
groups.                                                    
. 
Indoor lunch facilities are not available. 
Outdoor lunch areas are limited and 
must be reserved in advance. The patio 
and covered verandas may be reserved 
at no cost for group lunch areas.                                     
. 
For driving directions and map, tour 
group loading/unloading/parking direc-
tions, programs, Texas Folklife Festival 
dates and information, teacher re-
sources, student activities, and regular 
admission rates, visit 
www.texancultures.utsa.edu. X                          
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Crossroads on the net: 
www.texancultures.utsa.edu/crossroads 
 

Visit our Web site for... 
A copy of this issue to e-mail or print and give 

to a friend. 

Printable copies of New Texans photographs 
and stories. 

A two-day lesson plan for 4th–8th grade stu-
dents on Immigration and Citizenship.  

A one-day lesson plan on changes in immigra-
tion law for 8th grade and older classes.   

Student handouts from lesson plans posted 
separately for quantity printing. 

A Link to the Humanities Texas “Gateway on 
the Gulf” conference, Galveston, 2005, including 
Dr. Stephen Klineberg’s presentation based on over 
20 years of telephone polls about Houstonians’ atti-
tudes. His presentation included many useful charts 
on interesting topics for student projects. 

A Link to ITC’s New Texans talk about... Pages 
featuring the New Texans giving their own views on 
their immigration and citizenship experiences. 

 

Immigration & Naturalization Webliography 

www.texancultures.utsa.edu/newtexans  

   This Web site presents information which supplements all New 
Texans instructional units with interview techniques, immigrant 
job creation, and the DHS literacy test. 

uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm  

   This is the official site for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity/U.S. Immigration and Citizenship Services with information 
on how to become a citizen, forms, a FAQ, and other resources. 

www.ailf.org/  

   The American Immigration Law Foundation site has excellent 
pages for teachers with lesson plans, grade-appropriate reading 
lists, student and class activities, and many other resources. 

www.aila.org/  

   The American Immigration Lawyers Association has a very 
useful list of Immigration Myths and Facts which supply the data 
and figures to combat anti-immigrant rumors. 

www.ellisisland.org 

   This Web site provides information on the Ellis Island Museum 
and allows you to enter your family on the Immigrant Wall of 
Honor, a project under development which includes researching 
your family’s arrival in America. 

www.tsm-elissa.org/  

   For those many families who entered Texas by way of Galves-
ton, the Texas Seaport Museum Web site has online databases. 
See also their Tall Ship Elissa—recently designated the Official 
Tall Ship of Texas—and their Educational Programs pages. 
 
 uscis.gov/graphics/citizenship/index.htm#Faces 
   Create flash cards to study for the Literacy Test, view a 3½-
minute audio-slide show tribute to citizenship, download a bro-
chure, or take a naturalization self-test online for practice.  

The Institute of Texan Cultures 
cordially invites you to  

 

“This Is a Country  
Unbelievable!” 

An exhibit of views and viewpoints of 

The New Texans 

Each month the Institute of Texan Cultures hosts a 
naturalization ceremony in which some 200 people 
who arrived in Texas from all over the world be-
come new citizens of the United States and, by vir-
tue of their location, new Texans. For three years, a 
team of ITC staff members photographed and inter-
viewed new citizens on their naturalization day. The 
words and experiences of the new Texans elevated 
our understanding of “the pursuit of happiness,” 
strengthened our commitment to liberty, and made 
us more humbly grateful for the blessings of life in 
this “country unbelievable.” 

 
Coming soon to the Public Gallery, Lower Level 

(Free Admission)  

What’s the good word? 
Use our Vocabulary list in all of your favorite Immigration and Citi-
zenship classroom activities. Includes the current terminology, DHS 
and USCIS. www.texancultures.utsa.edu/crossroads 
 

 Immigration Law 
Assign this project to pairs of 8th grade and older students to help 
them discover how immigration laws have become increasingly re-
strictive over the years. www.texancultures.utsa.edu/crossroads 
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¡Si se puede! Celebrate Latino achievement with the Smithsonian, 
Centro Alameda, and ITC, Aug. 11-Oct. 16 with “Our Journeys/Our 
Stories: Portraits of Latino Achievement.” ITC Exhibit Floor. Latino 
achievements hit close to home in this exhibit with personal glimpses of 
Texans, including local writer Sandra Cisneros, civil rights leader Raúl 
Yzaguirre, and television journalist John Quiñones, whose portraits and 
biographies are among 25 inspirational Latino narratives on display. The 
contributions of these successful Latinos are not only shaping America in 

the 21st century, but their stories are also inspiring individuals and communities to reach for the stars. This ex-
hibit was developed by the Smithsonian Center for Latino Initiatives and organized for travel by the Smith-
sonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES). It is presented in collaboration with San Antonio’s 
Centro Alameda. The exhibition, its national tour, and related programs are made possible by the Ford Motor 
Company Fund. Programming for families to be announced; for more information, call 210-458-2330. Included 
with admission.  
 
Oct. 15-Nov. 15, 2005. Special Exhibit. “This Is a Country Unbelievable!” Views and Viewpoints of the 
New Texans. Public Gallery, Lower Level. Each month the Institute of Texan Cultures hosts a naturalization 
ceremony in which some 200 people who arrived in Texas from all over the world become new citizens of the 
United States and, by virtue of their location, new Texans. For three years, a team of ITC staff 
members photographed and interviewed new citizens on their naturalization day. The words and 
experiences of the new Texans have elevated our understanding of “the pursuit of happiness,” 
strengthened our commitment to liberty, and made us more humbly grateful for the blessings of life 
in this “country unbelievable.” Free admission. 
 

Saturday, October 29, 2005, 4-7 p.m. Family Event. Halloween Howl’r. Back 
40. Wear your costume to our spookiest event of the year and celebrate the sea-
son with ghostly storytelling, a baffling hay-bale maze, crafty pumpkin painting, 
a tricky treasure hunt, the wild Wiggle-Waggle train ride, and for the wary and 
watchful, perhaps even a glimpse of Texas’s own fearsome Bigfoot! Relish a hot-
dog dinner, then treat yourself to seasonal activities for all ages in our historical 

outdoor complex, or, in case of rain, in our lower gallery. Event admission: adults, $7; children 3-12 years of 
age, $4. Food and snacks sold on site. 
 
Oct. 25-Nov. 20, 2005. El Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) Altar. Continuing the yearly tradition of an 
altar in honor of the Day of the Dead, the Institute of Texan Cultures presents this year’s ofrenda as a tribute to 
the fallen heroes of the war in Iraq. This ofrenda, or offering, is a Mexican tradition in which relatives remem-
ber their deceased loved ones by creating homemade shrines adorned with food, traditional flowers, and per-
sonal mementos. Throughout the duration of the altar and exhibit, visitors can also learn about the tradition of 
El Día de los Muertos through a video and interpretations by ITC docents. Included with admission.  
 
The ITC Players. ITC Exhibit Floor and Back 40. Our first person re-enactors take visitors of all ages on 
a historical journey to the past. Don’t miss the costumed live dramatic presentations of characters from the 
rich cultural heritage of Texas. These Gallery Theater presentations are offered throughout the year. Sun-
day performances are at 2:15 p.m. For additional show times, call 210-458-2262.  
 

For information about bringing heritage Tex-Kits or distance-learning sessions on many topics  
from ITC to your classroom,  call  210-458-2211. 

 


